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Date: Wednesday, 20 February 2019

Time: 6.30 pm

Venue: South Walks House, Dorchester, Dorset, DT1
1EE

Membership:

The Council membership is listed on the following page.

Chief Executive (Designate) for the Dorset Council: Matt Prosser

For more information about this agenda please telephone Democratic Services on
01305 252216 or sdallison@dorset.gov.uk

Publication Date: 18 February 2019

This agenda and reports are also available on the Council’s website.

Members of the public are welcome to attend this meeting with the exception of any items
listed in the exempt part of this agenda.

Disabled access is available for all of the council’s committee rooms.
Hearing loop facilities are available. Please speak to a Democratic Services Officer for
assistance in using this facility.

Recording, photographing and using social media at meetings

The council is committed to being open and transparent in the way it carries out its
business whenever possible. Anyone can film, audio-record, take photographs, and use
social media such as tweeting and blogging to report the meeting when it is open to the
public, so long as they conform to the Council’s protocol, a copy of which can be
obtained from the Democratic Services Team.


https://dorsetareacouncils.wordpress.com/shadow-dorset-council
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To consider a report by the Interim S151 Officer.
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Appendix 5(iii)
Council Tax Support scheme

Aligned scheme with a maximum support for those of working age (not protected)
limited to 90%
Under this option, the Dorset Council CTS would be aligned as follows:

e The scheme would be means tested and similar to the old Council Tax Benefit
scheme (where appropriate)

e Protection would be provided to the following types of claimant:

o Pensioners
o Those where the applicant (or partner) are receiving:
= Disability Premium, Enhanced Disability Premium, Severe Disability
Premium, Carer Premium, Disabled Child Premium or the Support
Component within their Employment Support Allowance
= Disability Living Allowance or Personal Independence Payment but
are not in receipt of one of the premiums mentioned above
o Those in receipt of War Disablement Pension, War Widows Pension or War
Widows Disablement Pension
o Universal Credit recipients, who are not pensioners, but the applicant or their
partner is in receipt of an income or premium listed above.
The maximum entitlement for protected claimants would be 100%

e The maximum entitlement for those claimants who are not protected would be 90%
(based on Council Tax liability)

e The scheme would provide support for those that have a second adult living with
them who is on low income (Second Adult Rebate)

The scheme would not include a limit on the lowest amount given

e The maximum period of backdating that can be awarded is 1 month. (This links with
the rules relating to Housing Benefit and should help reduce customer confusion)

o A Family Premium will not be applied in the award calculation if it relates to a new
claim or a new family from 1 April 2017. (Also links to the rules relating to Housing
Benefit and should help reduce customer confusion)

¢ If the claimant is temporary absent from the UK up to 4 weeks would be awarded
(subject to conditions). However, up to 52 weeks would be awarded if the absence
relates to a bereavement, or the claimant receiving medical care, etc. (Again, this
links with the rules relating to Housing Benefit and should help reduce customer
confusion).

o If the claimant is receiving Universal Credit (UC), CTS would be awarded for a period
of 6 months and calculated on an estimated UC average income for that period. The
period would come to an end if UC was no longer in payment. Additionally, the
claimant would be entitled to ask for a review of their entitlement, during that period,
if their circumstances had significantly changed.
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